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Friday, September 24, 2021 
  
8:30 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.   “Bond Investing in 2021:  What’s Changed”   
 Presented by:  Jim Reber, President 
  ICBA Securities 
 
Description:  Community Bankers have had a lot to deal with in the last 18 months, and many times the investment 
portfolio has been on autopilot. Perhaps unbeknown to even the bank, the supply of various bonds has grown and 
shrunk in the last five years, which in turn has affected spreads and yields.  We will look at what community banks 
have purchased in 2021, discuss the supply/demand dynamics of some popular investment sectors, and suggest some 
newly-arrived alternatives. 
 

About our Speaker:  Jim Reber is President and CEO of ICBA Securities.  He has over 30 
years of financial services experience, and is a frequent speaker and lecturer at bank investment 
seminars and workshops.  Jim also writes a monthly investment column for Independent 
Banker magazine.  He is a member of the Board of Regents at Barret School of Banking in 
Memphis, TN, and served a term as Chairman.  Jim is a Certified Public Accountant and a 
Chartered Financial Analyst, and is a graduate of Christian Brothers University, where he 
served on the Board of Trustees as Chairman of the Finance Committee and University 
Treasurer. 

 
9:20 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Virtual Hallway 
 
9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.  “Opportunities & Risks with Crypto Currency”  
 Presented by: Scott Green, Manager/Product Innovation 
  SHAZAM 
 
Description:  With all time high interest in a digital assets and talk of central bank digital currencies, this session 
puts them in context and provides a framework for further study. We review cryptocurrencies as a class of digital 
asset and contrast them with likely attributes of a central bank digital currency. We explore decentralized finance, 
and how participating with it may help community banks attract and retain clients.  
 

About our Speaker:  Scott Green manages SHAZAM’s product innovation function. He 
develops new product concepts and explores emerging opportunities in financial services. He 
also participates in industry collaboration through groups such as EMVco, Secure Technology 
Alliance, Debit Network Alliance, and US Payments Forum to help solve issues associated with 
payments adoption and use.  Scott’s career at SHAZAM began in sales with a progression to 
marketing manager where he created SHAZAM’s first project management and product 
management functions. Leading the product team, they successfully launched many programs, 
including bill payment, chip card issuance, and one of the first mobile applications for real-time 
P2P transfers.  Most recently, in his innovation role, Scott began participating in the industry’s 

drive to faster payments by authoring SHAZAM’s proposal to the Faster Payments Task Force. He’s currently 
contributing to the Faster Payment Council’s QR code workgroup. 
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10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Virtual Hallway 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.   “National Community Banking Legislative Affairs Update”  
 Presented by: Russell Laffitte, Vice Chairman 
    Independent Community Bankers of America 
 

About our Speaker:  Russell L. Laffitte is vice chairman of the Independent Community 
Bankers of America (ICBA), the only national advocacy organization that exclusively 
represents community banks.  
Laffitte is CEO of Palmetto State Bank in Hampton, S.C.   
A fourth-generation community banker, Laffitte serves in many leadership roles at ICBA. He is 
a member of the ICBA Executive Committee and board of directors and is vice chairman of the 
Federal Delegate Board. He serves on ICBA’s Policy Development Committee and is 
Executive Committee liaison to the Safety and Soundness and Bank Education committees. 
Laffitte has previously served as chairman of ICBA’s Political Action Committee, ICBPAC.   

Laffitte is also an active member of his community and serves as vice chairman on the Hampton County Disabilities 
and Special Needs board and is a member of the Hampton County Rotary. He is a current member and past chairman 
of the Independent Banks of South Carolina.   
 
 
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   “Recognition and Announcements” 
 Introduce 2021-2021 ICBA/NM Board of Directors and Outgoing Directors 
 Recognize Contributions of Outgoing Chairman, Brett deMilliano 
 Presentation of Legacy Banker Award 
 Annual Meeting Ticket Drawing (5 Lucky Winners)  
  
  
  

  


